INTY-NINE years
ago someone in
England wrote to
someone in America and
“wondered” why the
New York Yacht Club
did not muster up sut-
fictent sporting blood to
a vacht and
enter  the international
matches which were to
be one of the attractions
of the World's Fair
about to be held in Lon-
\I"T:.

[t is doubtful if any-
one today knows who
wrote or who received
that letter, but the result
of that one sentence has
been thirteen vacht races for a little silver cup, with the
fourteenth race scheduled for 1920 and, what is far
greater, proof that the British are good sports,

This cup was made in England to be won by Eng-
lish vachtsmen. But no English yachtsman ever won
it! Since 1851 this cup has remamed in this country
and is known the world over as the America Cup.

The {fourteenth race was scheduled for the fall of
1914 but the war prevented this, Sir Thomas Lipton
had already lost three races with his vachts Shamrock
I, II, and 111, and had sailed his Shamrock IV across
for the next race. 1t has been in drydock in Brooklyn
ever since. Recently the Royal
Ulster Yacht Club issued a formal
challenge to the New York Yacht
Club, This race will not take place
until next vear.

The history of the America Cup
1s far more than one of thirteen de-
feats for British yvachtsmen. It is
a history of friendships cemented.
a history of clean sport and a his
tory much money spent u
vacht building for these events that
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THE AMERICA CUP

Won in 15851 by the yacht America
and held ever since in this country,
The tourteenth race for this cup will
be held in 1920,

plf S0

the few who know the actual
amount do not care to make 1t
public

The America Cup is not an

especially artistic example of the
silversmith’s craft, but to American
vachtsmen it 1s about the most
beautiful thing they ever beheld.
The value of the cup is one hundred
guineas, or 2304,

It has cost fully a million dol-
build the yachts for some
The cConserv-

ative estimate places the expendi-

lars to

of the races oSt

ture at more than 6,000,000, and
some vachtsmen assert that if all
expenditures were known and to
taled the outgo would really be
twice that figure, _
~British subjects and Americans
alike have spent money freely for
this clean sport, and friendships
have grown out of it that have re-
sulted in more good for both coun-

tries than can ever be told.

’l'il.‘. mysterious letter written so
long ago fell

imnto the hands of

some members of the then rather
young” New York Yacht Club.
John C. Stevens, first commodore
of the club, and his fellow members
decided at once that T]!t'_‘-‘ did POSSESS
suthcient sporting blood,” with the
result that one bright August morsn-
mg i I851 a strange vacht

‘ _ ap-
the coast of the Isle of
anchore d SIX miles ot -
harbor, The fast English

peared off
Wight and
side the

cutter  Lavercock sailed out 1o
speak it and learned that it was
the yacht America, New York

Yacht lub, commanded by Com-
modore John C. Stevens which had
satled the Atlantic to take
part in the international “matches.”

Commodore Stevens made a
mistake. He bear the fast cutter
[,‘.u'g:_r:‘n{'k into Cowes, which not only astonished th
Englishmen but made them wary of wagerin Ic'
race. Otherwise these American vachtsmen miggh(:nh:tl::*

}’ L lllﬂht hnl“ ¢ many N 1 (|3 5 r
T 2 ) th” 153“(1 wonnds i .

’ Commodore Stevens was astonished to learn that
-”[ u‘;u not to h_v a race w ith any single yacht but against
all comers of from 47 1o 392 tons! But the Commod r
" - ¥ = I k ’ SR
was a good sport; he entered the race with fourteen
y.'u'h'ts .'md_ satled around the Isle of Wight, a dist
of sixty miles. ' e
e lha_tt !IMIL ';’jan_ht America won the cup but did not
ring it bac ecause the vacl X
‘ < s yacht was sold to Englis
sportsmen.  The Commodore, however brought %act
1 ]

the cup in another craft. The N
craft, : New York Y
had then been organized but SEVEN years and‘ita:z.tl E‘:':;?
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Again After the America Cup

The Most Famous Sporting Trophy in the World

By JUDSON D. STUART

forty-nine vears before that event that the first pleasure
vacht in America was built. The America had an mter
esting history. The English purchasers won many
local races with it. They really bought it to study th
lines of our designers. It was sold to the Southern
Confederacy for a blockade runner, sunk in the St
John River, raised after the war and purchased by
General Butler.

Nincteen years later people began to say that an
Englishman “knew when he was licked” They de
clared that our cousins across the would not try
another race with us.

People say many things that cannot be reconciled
with the truth. Fortunately, for the glory of England,
lames Ashburv of the Royal Thames Yacht Club butlt
m 1870 the Cambria and came over to take back the
cup. His trip over was a noted sporting event for he
raced across the pond with James Gordon Bennett's
her by a distance as tar as

scd

vacht Dauntless, beating
one sailing vessel can sight another at

The Cambria had to sail agamst all comers, as did
the America. Twenty-one famous American yachts
entered. The little Magic, in poor position, got away hirst
bv superior handling and kept the lead, beating the
Cambria by 39 minutes 12 7-10 scconds. This was the
last race in which a challenger had to sail against a fleet

But the English came back the very next year, Mr.
Ashbury bringing over the Livonia of the Royal Har

SCd.

wich Yacht Club. The winner of the four out of
seven races was to take the cup. Then we began to
select vachts and race them, the winner to race the

Columbia, Sappho, PPalmer and

The

challenger.

—

A CUP WINNER

The yacht Reliance that won the international yacht race in 1903 against Sir Th
B, ) iMTins

Dauntless tried out and the Columbia was 1 i
won the first two races, lost her Il\i.u-v b s
her steering gear in the third when ”Tl'
The Sappho took the place of the
the next two races,
' Nearly five years passed when the Canadiane |
luww! they should just step in and take tl'ri'il ”rd " the
showing the world that they were suprriu: \(I:]I'. in
to both America and their mother rnun&w '-I";:p n};m- ri
g’ LR

.\.!!ll'
1b and broke
. | vonia won,
Columbia and won

Canadian Yacht Club sent the yacht Countess of |y
ferin around from Quebec in twenty days, overhs x
her and refitted her so that she Ty Overnauled

was known as th,
The race was to he
1 Our yacht Medeleine
Canadians are good sports
1881 they sent the yacht At.

“Yankee yacht built in Canada.”
the best two out of the three

won the first two. The ,
They did not give up. In

: : -'w _‘M
(C) Underwood & Underwood

Lipton's Shamrock 111

fanta by way of the Oswego and Erie Canal and down
the Hudson, it being necessary to get her lhrnugh the
locks almost on beam's end. Our httle yacht Mischic
won the first two races and the cup “"_“‘"““d with y

In 1883 Boston yachtsmen gave proot that they wes
quite as clever as New York yachtsmen, J. Malecom
Forbes and General Charles Paine of the Eastern Yac!
Club ordered Edward Burgess to build the yacht Purita

I'hev smiled over 1t at the New York Yacht Club,

“Whaever heard of Burgess? He may design goo
cathboats, but a vacht——2"

The N. Y. Y. C. members really enjoved the situa.
tion and Messrs. Bennett and Douglas had the vacl:
Priscilla built,

The winning yacht was to have the honor of
fending the cup. When word was flashed that B
ton’s Puritan had defeated New York's Priscilla in 1h
trvout, New York yachtsmen declared that the Priscil
must have broken something.

“What's broken?” they asked.

“The hearts of the N. Y. Y. C
the reply.

d

members.,” cam

IR RICHARD SUTTON brought over the Genes:y
for this race. On September 8, 1885, the Puri
and Genesta collided m a toul while maneuvering for 4
get-away after they had othcially started the race. |y
was the fault of the Puritan’s commander and the 1
gatta committee directed the Genesta to sail over the
course alone and take the race, which was l]l:l"!t‘ her righ:

“I thank you, gentlemen,” said Sir Richard, “but |
came across the ocean for a real race, not a ‘sailover’.”
That was the spirit of the Fig
1 hish sportsman. Six days later th
Puritan won by 16 minutes 19 «
onds, Two days after that
Puritan won by 2 minutes 9 seconds
and by corrected time, 1 minute 38
seconds, the closest race ever satled

\ vear later another Bosion
shipbuilder, named Lawley, built
the Mayflower. Again people want.
ed to know “who ever heard of
him?"

The Mayflower defeated 1th

English yacht Galatea.
Then the Scotchmen
they would show England what was
what, and built the Thistle. This
vacht was defeated by our Vol
teer, the first iron vacht ever built
Ihere was nothing stirring for
stx  years, when that excellent
sportsman, Lord Dunraven, «
across with his Valkyrie, which was
i reality Valkyrie 1. Our vacht
Vigilant defeated him.  In 1805 he
tried again with Valkyrie 111 and
our vacht Defender defeated him
b

]

decided

Tl L

Four years later the Irish de
cided that since neither FEneland
Scotland, nor Canada could d:feat
\merican yachtsmen, it was up to
them to dn S0,

“The Lord loves the Irish but
he doesn’t give us much money,” the
vachtsmen mourned. Sir Thomas
Lipton, the famous multi-milion
aire tea merchant, was present Hi
agreed to build a yacht. Ile did
this, naming it Shamrock. and
lost the race to our vacht Colimbia
m 1899, In 1901 his Shamrock 1
lost again to our Columbia. v 190
his Shamrock I11 lost to our :acht

Reliance,

I'hen there was a wait of «'cven
vears.  Arrangements were 1ade
the Shamrock IV was built and

brought over. But the war came
and so there was another wait of
ve years. And so next year, for
- ' the first time in seventeen cars,
g i there's to be another race for

the America Cup.

11 they lose perhaps the \\Velsh
will try. Why not? The 1nglish
Scotch, Canadian and  Irish
tatled thus far,

But if Sir Thomas Lipton loses
one thing is certain, those Britsh
ers will come back.

race between the Mayflower and the

have

. 'I.-ilxl '.1-1 l
Galatea, as an

yachtsmen a .: ."",lnlih 1 That one race cost American
steadily increasing " dollars,  And costs have been
N some of th '

(]

GBS were o oo faces there was no expense, as the
WO 0 thiee vachee 19T the occasion; in some races
achts were built to try out, the winner

SIX million d ar \_”_'l so the estimate that more that
Hars has been spent in twelve races of

cup won in 1851 is decidedly

to d 1 el ¢}

lending a $504 silver
t-::l.wr\'atn-‘

But we . f |
ouy l’nulull:dt\,‘ torged stronger links of friendship with
that the “mh';mm, we have proved by this long o
P ' are real sports, and there are t0

Rreat many people over here who will say:

- 'd .
lime,'l'"d" like to see the Britishers win that cup




